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The old town of Shwebo is of considerable historical interest, having been the birthplace and capital of Maung Aung Zeya, who seized the throne of Burma under the title of Alaungpaya, and founded the last dynasty of Burmese kings. In 1752 this monarch commenced serious operations against the Takings, and in 1753 had made such progress that he had himself anointed king at his old home, and then proceeded to lay out and build a town there. This city, known as Moksobo, comprised an outer moat and wall, in the form of a square, over 2 miles each way, which exist to the present day, and a square inner citadel with a side of about 500 yards. Within this citadel was an inner wall, which contained in its turn the palace; but the palace and nearly the whole of the innermost wall have entirely disappeared. Alaungpaya also constructed the Shwechettho pagoda, a shrine still to be seen on the remains of the north inner wall; the lahosin in front of the palace, on which was hung the big drum for beating the hours ; the natsin or spirit shrine of the nine evil spirits whom all kings feared and propitiated : and a royal lake north of the town. The natsin still stands near the south of the jail, and the lake is the Mahananda. The present town of Shwebo just includes the fringe of the eastern portion of the old town of Moksobo.
After building the town described above, Alaungpaya turned his restless ambition towards Siam, but died during the course of a campaign in the south. His remains were brought back to Moksobo, and interred in the year 1760 near the entrance to the present courthouse. He was succeeded by his eldest son, who assumed the title of Naung-dawgyi, and whose successor and brother Sinbyushin, after reigning for two years at Moksobo, moved the capital to Ava in the year 1766, taking with him some of the famous Moksobo soil. The town then began to decline, till 1837, in the reign of king Bagyidaw, when this monarch's brother, who was prince of Thayetmyo and Tharrawaddy, changed the name from Moksobo to Shwebo. In the same year he conspired against his elder brother and seized the throne. From the earliest days of its greatness the town had been named Yangyi-aung or * the victorious,' and to use Shwebo as a base of operations was thought to be a guarantee of success in any enteiprise. Accordingly, in 1852 king Tharrawaddy's son, Mindon, came to Shwebo when maturing his designs on the throne, which culminated in a successful conspiracy against his brother, Pagan Min. Again, in Mindon's reign his nephew, the Padein prince, came to Shwebo, and plotted for his uncle's overthrow ; but on this occasion the proverbial luck of the city failed. It may be said, however, that the use of Shwebo as a capital ceased 140 years ago.
Immediately after the annexation of Upper Burma a detachment of British troops came up to Shwebo, but returned almost immediately